
LOUISIANA SWEET POTATO ADVERTISING AND DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION

June 21, 2018
10:00 AM
Louisiana Department of Agriculture & Forestry

Veterans’ Memorial Auditorium

5825 Florida Blvd

Baton Rouge, LA 70806
1) CALL TO ORDER
Vice Chairman Rickey Ables called the meeting to order at 10:02 AM
2) ROLL CALL
Members Present


Members Absent 
Rickey Ables 



Larry Fontenot

Matt Garber




Hunter Fife

Venoy Kinnaird





Garry Jones






Todd O’Neal




Dr. Tara Smith
Melvin Chappell

3) DECLARATION OF QUORUM
Carolyn Landry called roll and declared a quorum.
4) PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments.
5) APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM January 9, 2018 MEETING
Motion was made by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird to approve the minutes from the January 9, 2018 meeting.  It was seconded by Mr. Todd O’Neal and passed unanimously.

6) FINANCIAL REPORT


Mr. Rene Simon presented the financial report to the board. The May 2018 Income Statement & Balance Sheet was provided in packets.  

Motion was made by Mr. Venoy Kinnaird to approve the financial report.  It was seconded by Mr. Melvin Chappell and passed unanimously.

7) DIRECTOR’S REPORT
· Rene Simon, Venoy Kinnaird, & Matt Garber attended the United States Sweet Potato Council Meeting in Wilmington, NC in January.  We will be hosting the meeting next January in New Orleans.

· US Sweet Potato Council has been engaged with matters on Capitol Hill in reference to labor issues.
· US Sweet Potato Council was awarded a specialty crop grant from USDA for $275,000 to do mostly generic market research (multi state grant) for Sweet Potatoes.
· In late February, host committee members went to New Orleans to meet at the Royal Sonesta Hotel and with the New Orleans Visitor’s Bureau to plan the USSPC Convention in New Orleans next year January 19-22, 2019.
· In March, LDAF staff participated in the Southern Small Farm Convention at Southern University
· Met with Dr. LaBonte and Dr. Smith to develop nutritional labels for the different varieties.
· Sweet Potato Commission sponsored the Lafayette Crawfish Boil Off.
· Sweet Potato Commission sponsored Eat Local Challenge in New Orleans.
· Sweet Potato Commission sponsored the Shreveport Mud Bug Madness Festival on Memorial Day.  Sweet Potatoes were boiled with crawfish.
· Farm Recovery Grant Program funds will be fully distributed by July 13, 2018.

8) REPORT FROM DIANE ALLEN AND ASSOCIATES 
Mr. Al McDuff and Mrs. Nancy Steiner and staff updated the board on the current marketing strategies that Diane Allen and Associates has been working on for the Sweet Potato Commission. 
Motion:   Mr. Ables made a motion to accept Diane Allen & Associate’s recommendations for the 2018-2019. It was seconded by Mr. Kinnaird and passed unanimously.  (Proposal is attached)
9) OTHER BUSINESS

a. Consideration of 2018-2019 Budget: 
Motion:  Mr. Kinnaird made a motion to accept the $30,000 grant from LDAF/Louisiana Agricultural Finance Authority. It was seconded by Mr. Ables and passed unanimously.                                                                                                Motion:  Mr. Kinnaird made a motion to accept the 2018-2019 Budget as amended.  The Advertising Budget will now be $115,000 and the Ag Center budget will now be $127,500).  It was seconded by Mr. Chapel and passed unanimously.
b. Nomination of Members:  Vice Chairman Rickey Ables will be stepping down. The board nominated Jason Ables to complete Mr. Rickey Ables’ term as Grower.
                           It was seconded by Mr. Larry Fontenot and passed unanimously.

c. LSU AgCenter Update: Dr. Don Labonte gave a presentation on nutritional information on the varieties of sweet potatoes, and Dr. Chris Clark presented information on the Guava Rootknot Nematode.
10) PUBLIC COMMENT LSU Ag Center Field Day is August 16, 2018
11) ADJOURN
Motion:  a motion was made by Mr. Kinnaird to adjourn the meeting.  It was seconded by Mr. Chappell and passed unanimously. 


Meeting adjourned at 12:11 pm.

